CHAPTER III.
THE CONQUEST.

THE battle of Guadalete was decisive. The Goths
could make no head without a king. His nearest kins-
men were either traitors or were unwilling to come
forward^ in case he should be still alive. Count Julian
advised Tharyk to press forward and give the stricken
foe no time to rally ; and he divided his forces into
three bodies, one of which seized Cordova, another
Malaga, while Tharyk himself, taking Jaen by the way,
marched on to Toledo; and, meeting the other two
parties, laid siege to the capital.

Plunder had been forbidden, and only the com-
batants were attacked. These first Saracen conquerors
were the most merciful invaders the world had yet
seen, and great as was the terror of their name, they
were found to be kindly and generous masters. So
Toledo made small attempt at resistance, and capitu-
lated on the same conditions as the other cities. The
Christians were left unmolested in their houses, con-
vents, and churches, on the payment of a tribute called
tadyl\ they were only forbidden to ring church bells,
have religious processions, or raise new churches with-
out special permission. They were allowed their own